REGILDING THE CRESCENT
from the Committee. The elections were not
in fact quite free. It is easy to criticise the
action of the Young Turks in influencing the
ballot, but it must in fairness be remembered
that the Constitution is still a plant of tender
growth in that poisoned soil, and a strong non-
Mohammedan Opposition in the House might
seriously have hampered its progress. At the
same time, friends of the Young Turks may be
excused for regretting that they should have
found it necessary to meddle with the elections,
thereby giving their critics new cause to doubt
their good faith. It is more than doubtful
whether any organised Christian political party
need have been feared in a land where the sects
of the Church live in the kind of harmony which
calls for the presence of armed Turkish sentries
to keep the peace in the precincts of the Holy
Sepulchre.
The debates in the last Parliament, of which I
attended several, were for the most part conducted
with tranquillity, the habitual phlegm of the
Turk being occasionally stirred by the enthusiasm
of some Christian deputy or by the fiery denun-
ciations of one or other of the Arabs. The
building then in use was admittedly inadequate,
and was only more commodious than the
temporary premises placed at the disposal of the
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